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It might be tempting to demonstrate a close relationship
between Fascism, Bolshevism, and National Socialism, to
describe each of them as a special type of the dynamic move-
ment, the doctrineless revolution, and to find distinctions
between them only in the degrees and shades of their revolu-
tionary impulse, or in the historical occasion of their initial
phase. It is not long since the leader of Fascism himself arrived
at the conclusion that Stalinism represents the development of
Bolshevism into a sort of Fascism, the Fascism, it is true, of a
Genghiz Khan This assessment is justified in so far as Stalinism
is nothing more than the jettisoning of the Communist doctrine
of the Russian revolution and its development into something
else. One thing is certain: the German movement is only at
the outset of its revolutionary career, while Stalinism seems
already to have come to the end of a career. There are, at all
events, essential features common to all three of the European
anti-democratic movements. But their anti-democratic political
and social order does not necessarily imply a common revo-
lutionary attitude.
There is, however, another bond of union between the three
anti-democratic dictatorships, the constantly growing belief
that a complete overthrow of all existing institutions is the
indispensable prelude to a national renaissance. It is especially
among the younger generation that the new ideas are wide-
spread and vitally operative, the idea that all doctrines,
nationalist and socialist alike, have become out-of-date and
meaningless, and the idea that all that is necessary is devotion
to the revolutionary movement for its own sake, a movement
that is its own meaning and purpose, as the outlet to a new,
unknown, and dangerous life, but at all costs a life of strength
and energy. These young people already see the one essential
common element in the great revolutionary processes in their
destructive character, and they no longer attach any importance
to the doctrines that divide them. They have already got